
 stories 

From the Road
provided him with furniture, a microwave, 
a TV and more (thanks to our many 
wonderful donors). We also took him to 
Walmart so he could get food and necessities 
to stock his kitchen and bathroom.  

Life today for Johnny is quite different. 
When asked how he feels about having his 
own place, he explains “It’s so nice to lay 
my head down at night and sleep in peace.  
I shower every day now. I am so thankful 
for this new life.” Johnny is now self-
sufficient and helps a fellow ministry on 
Saturdays to pay it forward by telling his 
story and helping the homeless in St. Louis.
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busboy. He was homeless because he 
simply could not make ends meet. 

On our weekly visits, the Ministry 
provided Johnny food and clothing he 
needed, but he seldom accepted much. 
But he always looked forward to our 
prayer time together.  

We encouraged Johnny to accept our help 
and find housing. When his two fellow 
bridge dwellers tragically lost their lives, 
he was ready to explore housing and 
reintegrate into a more normal life.  

Our ministry helped Johnny with his 
apartment search and application process. 
Eligible for low-income housing, he found 
the perfect apartment close to his job. Our 
ministry paid his upfront rent, a sum that 
he promptly repaid.  

Johnny still needed the trappings that 
would make this apartment a home. We 

DID YOU KNOW?
The National Coalition for Homeless Veterans reports that roughly 
1 in 10 homeless people in America are veterans.

Veterans face higher risks for mental illness, substance abuse, and 
social isolation. Many suffer PTSD. These factors combine to lead 
veterans to experience high levels of homelessness and suicide.

In the most recent count (January 2022), the total number of Veterans 
who experienced homelessness in our country was 33,129.

For five years, sixty-five-year-old Johnny 
lived under a busy city bridge along with 
two other unhoused souls. He was the 
caregiver of the trio, a father figure to his 
fellow homeless men.  

Johnny took pride in his appearance - always 
clean, neat, and shaven. Each day, he walked 
to his low-paying job as a dishwasher and 

Photos: (above) Members of the 25:35 
Ministries praying with Johnny at his 
homeless residence; (left) Johnny about to 
unlock the door to his new home; (below) 
Ahhhh, Johnny appreciates his own bed  
in his new apartment.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food,  
I was thirsty and �you gave me drink,  
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  
matthew 25:35 



Appreciation Corner
We are immensely grateful to those 
partners who help us feed our 
homeless friends.
*  St. Louis Bread Company
*  Arnold Food Pantry
*  Feed My People
*  The Donut Stop
*  New Hope Fellowship

We are also extremely thankful for the 
ongoing donations of money, clothes, 
and personal hygiene supplies from:
*  Connect Church
*  Valley View Baptist Church

We celebrate two new corporate sponsors  
whose contributions will greatly help us 
serve our homeless brethren.
*  Ameren 	 *  Fabick Cat
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25:35 Ministries is a 501c3 nonprofit serving people in need. We serve those who are living and sleeping on the 
streets, and families and individuals who have fallen on hard times. The people we serve are dealing with poverty, 
loss of jobs, addiction, and mental health issues. We provide food, clothing, and basic daily essentials, along with 
emotional and spiritual support. We believe that each person is more than a statistic and they deserve to be shown 
God’s love and compassion.

Your Questions Answered
We really want to help 25:35 Ministries.  
In addition to cash, what can we donate 
that you really need?
We have urgent and ongoing needs for the 
following donated items. We appreciate 
your contributions!
*  Shuttle bus (to transport more volunteers & goods)

*  Men’s jeans, sized 30-34
*  Men’s short sleeve t-shirts, M & L
*  Men’s boxer briefs, M & L 
*  Men’s and Women’s socks
*  Men’s and Women’s shorts
*  Blankets, sleeping bags, and tents
*  Cases of bottled water

We would love to answer your questions. 
Contact us at 2535ministries.stl@gmail.
com. We will respond within 72 hours. 
Your questions may be shared in future 
newsletters.

Help Us Help Our Friends!
Online
You may donate through Venmo or PayPal 
by visiting our website, 2535ministries.com 
and clicking on “Donate.”

25:35 Ministries 
P.O. Box 25035 
St. Louis, MO 63125

A LITTLE ABOUT US
Launched at the apex of the Covid 
pandemic in 2020, we began our 
Christ-centered ministry to reach, 
connect with, and serve a growing 
homeless population in St. Louis, 
St. Louis County, and Jefferson 
County.

We started by providing food, 
clothing, sleeping bags, and other 
essentials. As we grew, we began  
to help locate temporary housing, 
support transportation needs, 
reconnect families, and connect 
people to group residences and 
support organizations.

At its heart, 25:35 Ministries  
is about faith, love, compassion,  
and respect. We get to know and 
appreciate these individuals we call 
our friends. We listen. We learn 
their stories. We pray with them 
and for them. Our commitment is 
to them, their humanity, and their 
future. Many of the 200+ we serve 
count on us. 

By Mail
You may send a check made payable to: 
25:35 Ministries 
P.O. Box 25035, St. Louis, MO 63125

There is a list of clothing, grooming, and incidental items we need on the website Donate page.


