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» THE CALLING

“For I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

MATTHEW 25.35
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stories from The Road

From an early age, James Shipley was on his own. His father was absent, his

mother a prostitute and his older brother a drug dealer. By the time he was

eight, he was hooked on drugs and alcohol.

At ten years old, James shot someone and
was locked away in juvenile detention.
For five years, this boy’s only protection
were prison walls.

After his release, he resumed his
relationship with drugs and alcohol as a
user and a seller. Real relationships for
James were non-existent.

From 2003 - 2006, James was in and

out of prison for selling drugs — always
returning to his familiar lifestyle when
released. Things continued to devolve
with no purpose, no direction, and no
hope for change. It was a dangerous spiral.

After moving to Springfield, Missouri in
2011, James attended church services with
his cousin. One Sunday sermon reached
him like none other. It was about what it
is like to live a life with God. Once James
gave his life to Christ, his life of drugs and
alcohol went away. For the first time in his
life, James felt whole.

He knows that it was God’s plan to help
him up, to get this broken man back on
his feet. In 2012, James began his first
honest day’s work.

He became devoted to the workings of
Christ, ministering to those whose lives
are much like his had been. He is well
aware that God ordained this direction
in his life.

In July of 2022, he was hurt on his job.
Unable to work, James couldn’t pay rent.
He received help from the Salvation Army
and guidance to apply for disability. Through
this connection, he was introduced to the
Martinsons. Linda and Al became one
more conduit to a meaningful Christ-
centered life.

James feels deep empathy toward those
who are homeless, especially those whose
drug and alcohol abuse are a way of life.
Through his stories, James demonstrates
how his dedication to Christ has given
him the strength to change his life.

Today, James goes with 25:35 Ministries
to listen to others and share his life story
with the homeless. He leads in prayer with
the struggling among us. He facilitates a
prison program for men to become better,
more involved fathers. He also conducts

a Heaven on Earth program in the prison
teaching believers how they can experience
God right here, right now.

James Shipley is now happily married
to April. Together they have a 2-year-old
son, James, Jr.

Left: James out with 25:35 Ministries
talking with a homeless friend

church

James Shipley and wife April with squiggly
son James, Jr.




Appreciation Corner

Partners

We are immensely grateful to
those partners who help us feed
our homeless friends:

* St.Louis Bread Company
* Arnold Food Pantry
* The Donut Stop

Sponsors

We continue to celebrate our
ongoing corporate sponsors:

* Ameren # Fabick Cat

Help Us Help Our Friends
Online

You may donate through Venmo or PayPal
by visiting our website, 2535ministries.com

and clicking on “Donate.”

By Mail

You may send a check made payable to:
25:35 Ministries

P.O. Box 25035

St. Louis, MO 63125

Gontributors

We are extremely thankful for
the ongoing donations from:
* Morse Mill Baptist Church
% Central Baptist Church

* Connect Church

* American Legion Post 400,
Fenton

We have urgent and ongoing needs for
the following items. We appreciate your
donations!

* Small flashlights
* AA & AAA batteries
# Cases of bottled water

* Individual snacks like chips, cookies,
fruit cups, etc.

* Travel size toiletries

* Sleeping bags and tents

# Jackets and hoodies

* Men’s jeans or shorts - sizes 30 - 36

* Women’s jeans or shorts — sizes 0 - 14

* Men’s & women’s t-shirts — sizes S - 2XL
* Men’s boxer briefs - sizes S - 2XL

* Women’s underwear — sizes 5 - 9

Thank you to all of our donors!
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25:35 Ministries is a 501c 3 nonprofit serving people in need. We serve those who are living and sleeping
on the streets, and families and individuals who have fallen on hard times. The people we serve are dealing
with poverty, loss of jobs, addiction, and mental health issues. We provide food, clothing, and basic daily
essentials, along with emotional and spiritual support. We believe that each person is more than a statistic
and they deserve to be shown God’s love and compassion.
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