
Some locations have only a handful of 
people. Others up to sixty.

We mostly see the same faces each week.  
They are at once trusting, relieved  
to see us, hungry, desperate, and oddly 
resolved. We know their names and 
understand their life stories. Most just 
want to be seen in a world that has 
marginalized them. 

At the core of our ministry is prayer.  
A short devotional prayer opens at each 
location. We serve a meal, hand out snack 
bags, and provide clothing, toiletries, 
blankets, reading glasses, first aid kits, 
flashlights, sleeping bags, bug spray, and 
more. If someone has a job interview, we 
provide haircuts and a nice set of clothing 
to boost their confidence. 

Many of the volunteers spend one-on-one 
time with the people we serve hearing their 
stories, learning their difficulties, and 
praying with them. Once we know them, 
we often suggest solutions. When possible 
we help those solutions become reality. 
Those are the sweetest moments 
facilitating a chance for a life to change.

As our evening ends, we share our  
own stories from the road with one 
another. Tired but blessed to fulfill our 
calling, we head back to our homes. 
We are ever thankful to have made a 
difference in the lives of our friends.

In 2020, we began our Christ-
centered ministry to reach, connect 
with, and serve a growing homeless 
population in St. Louis, St. Louis 
County, and Jefferson County.

We started by providing food, 
clothing, and other essentials.  
As we grew, we began to help 
locate temporary housing, support 
transportation needs, reconnect 
families, and connect people to 
group residences and support 
organizations.

At its heart, 25:35 Ministries is 
about faith, love, compassion,  
and respect. We get to know and 
appreciate these individuals we call 
our friends. We listen. We learn 
their stories. We pray with them 
and for them. Our commitment is 
to them, their humanity, and  
their future. 

We are often asked what Thursday nights 
are like for our ministry. Rain, wind, snow, 
and freezing temps do not deter our team 
from serving the estimated 100 homeless 
people we help support.  

Our homeless friends rely on us for 
sustenance, clothing, shelter, and more.  
Some are sick, mentally ill, or drug or 
alcohol dependent. Some are just down 
on their luck. Most are penniless. 

Preparation and management of this 
weekly endeavor happen every day,  
but Thursday nights actually begin on 
Wednesday. This is when we pick up food 
pantry donations and bread, bagels, and 
cookies from our generous benefactor  
St. Louis Bread Company.  

Thursday after lunch, it’s off to collect 
donuts from another giving supporter 
The Donut Stop. Then we assemble food 
bags, stock trucks with everything from 
sleeping bags and toiletries to blue jeans 
and hoodies. All from donations to our 
ministry. Thank You!

Late afternoon we meet our weekly  
25:35 team of volunteers, review special 
instructions, and pray for our safety and 
our ability to serve this population with 
love and understanding.  

Then, we set forth on our ministry. One 
van serves six Jefferson County locations 
while the truck heads to six St. Louis stops.  

 feature 

One Thursday Night

	 newsletter	 vol. i : issue 7

“For I was hungry and you gave me food,  
I was thirsty and �you gave me drink,  
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  
matthew 25:35 

A LITTLE ABOUT US



Recognition 
The 25:35 Ministries is proud to 
announce that we have been awarded 
a grant from 100+ Women Who Care, 
a unique organization dedicated to 
awarding charitable organizations grants 
based upon the merit of their work.

We competed with other charitable 
organizations for these dollars by 
simply telling our story. Part of that  
story is that we utilize 100% of every-
thing we receive in cash and in-kind 
donations to serve the population we 
reach. No one is on payroll.

25:35 Ministries is a 501c3 nonprofit serving people in need. We serve those who are living and sleeping on the streets, and families 
and individuals who have fallen on hard times. The people we serve are dealing with poverty, loss of jobs, addiction, and mental 
health issues. We provide food, clothing, and basic daily essentials, along with emotional and spiritual support. We believe that each 
person is more than a statistic and they deserve to be shown God’s love and compassion.
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Appreciation Corner
Partners
We are immensely grateful to  
those partners who help us feed 
our homeless friends:
*  St. Louis Bread Company
*  Arnold Food Pantry
*  The Donut Stop

Sponsor
We continue to celebrate our on- 
going corporate sponsor Ameren.

Contributors
We are extremely thankful for  
the ongoing donations of money, 
clothes, and personal hygiene 
supplies from:
*	 Central Baptist Church
*	 Connect Church
*	 American Legion Post 400,  
	 Fenton
*	 Knights of Columbus,  
	 Council 6435
*	 100+ Women Who Care
*	 Calvary Chapel,  
	 Seniors Ministry
*	 St. John’s UCC, Midway
*	 Vital Church
*	 Gethsemane Lutheran Church
*	 Joy FM

Help Us Help Our Friends
Online
You may donate through Venmo or PayPal 
by visiting our website, 2535ministries.com 
and clicking on “Donate.” 

By Mail
You may send a check made payable to: 
25:35 Ministries 
P.O. Box 25035 
St. Louis, MO 63125

We have urgent and ongoing needs for  
the following items. We appreciate your 
donations!
Urgent Needs
*  Men’s jeans, sizes 30-36
*  Men’s boxer briefs, sizes M-XL
*  Women’s underwear, sizes 5-8
*  Hoodies
*  Tents
Winter Needs
*  Coats
*  Gloves
*  Hand warmers
*  Stocking caps
*  Long underwear
*  Sleeping bags

We told this audience of selfless 
women stories from the street. Harsh, 
yes. Sad, yes. But as you know, there 
are good stories and happy endings out 
there as well. We shared the heart of 
our ministry – that empowerment and 
salvation can be found through the 
word of Jesus Christ. 

This generous grant will help us meet 
our quest to supply more winter coats 
and tents as well as hot meals and 
personal items needed by our friends.

All-The-Time Needs
*  Small flashlights
*  AA & AAA batteries
*  Tarps
*  Bottled water
*  Individual snacks - chips, cookies, 
	 fruit cups, pudding cups, etc.
*  Toilet paper
*  Travel size toiletries - toothpaste, 
	 toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, 
	 deodorant
*  Bath towels & washcloths
*  Pillows
*  Men’s & Women’s t-shirts,  
	 long & short sleeve
*  Women’s jeans & sweatpants
*  Men’s sweatpants
*  Shoes - tennis shoes, work boots 
Go to 2535ministries.com. In the top menu,  
click on “Ways to Help” and select the 
“Essentials” page. From that page, click on 
the “Donate Essentials” button. Once we 
receive your contact information, we will 
arrange to pick up your donations.

Wishing You Blessings  
this Christmas Season.  
We appreciate your generosity!

In Memory Of
Jaden Martinson  

given by Diane and Roy Key
given by Neeb Family Foundation

Donna Mace  
given by NSDAR Olde Towne,  

Fenton Chapter

If you would like to memorialize a loved 
one with a donation to 25:35 Ministries, 
please go to the Donate section of our 
website where you will find directions.


